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QUESTION  BOX:    V-GASDM  COMPOST 

What  is  compost?   

How  start  comport  pile?     [  ,        ~  . 

How  best  use  fertilizer?      ^«  R | A  R Y0f^ic^ 
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Gather  arouna ,  Victory  Gardeners,  and  let's  share  experiences  on  the  verv 
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"earthly"  subject  of  fertlHTPr.,  npfl  more  particularly,  compost.    Someone  has 
suggested  that  we  think  of  soil  as  a  storehouse  of  raw  materials.    That's  a  good 
way  to  put  it.    Seldom  ao  soils  contain  enough  of  the  things  growing  plants  need, so 
we  must  aaa  something  to  make  things  complete;    Our  job  as  garaeners  is  to  heap 
the  soil  storehouse  filled  so  Mother  Nature  can  really  "ao  her  stuff"  with  the 
seeas  we  sow, 

The  first  question  today  is  one  we  hear  very  often,  because  the  term 
involved,  is  growing  in  popularity:     "TThat  is  compost?" 

Here's  a  definition  from  a  garden  expert  that  seems  to  hit  the  nail  cn  the 
heaa:     "Compost,"  he  says,  "means  a  well-decomposed  mixture  of  manure,  sod,  leaf- 
mola  or  other  organic  matter  mixed  with  good  top  soil.    Chemical  fertilizers  may 
also  "be  added  to  hasten  decomposition  ana  increase  the  value  of  the  compost." 

Organic  matter  is  necessary  to  maintain  the  life  of  soil.     It  helps  any 
kind  of  soil  to  soak  up  and  retain  water  -  which  is  one  form  of  insurance  against 
summer  drought.    It    holds  fertilizing  materials  so  that  they  can't  readily  get 
away,  but  instead  are  released  when  the  crop  needs  them.    One  cf  the  best  ways 
of  getting  this  organic  matter  into  garden  soil  is  through  using  plenty  of  compost. 

That  brings  us  to  our  next  question:    "How  start  a  compost  pile?" 

Pick  a  spot  where  it  can  be  screened  with  shrubs  -  but  is  not  beyond 
the  reach  of  the  garden  hose.  Now  you  are  ready  to  Start.  Make  a  layer  of 
leaves  and  garden  trash.    This  should  be  quite  thick.  liext  put  on  a  layer  of 
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topsoil  and  mix  in  any  available  manure  ana  a  dash  of  commercial  fertilizer  or 
a  small  amount  of  poultry,  ariea  cattle  or  sheep  manure.    Keep  adding  layers  as 
described  above  until  you  have  a  sizable  pile.    Vet  each  layer  thoroughly  -  in 
fact  soak  it  thoroughly. 

Finish  off  the  pile  flat  so  it  will  slope  down  toward  the  center.  In 
this  way  it  will  catch  and  hold  rain  water.    Never  allow  your  compost  pile  to 
get  dry.    Once  a  month,  or  so,  take  a  spading  fork  and  turn  the  whole  pile,  cut- 
ting from  top  to  bottom,  and  give  it  a  rather  good  soaking. 

Two  or  three  turnings,  as  this  process  is  commonly  called,  over  a  year, 
will  usually  give  a  compost  of  satisfactory  fineness  and  composition. 

It  is  most  valuable  for  growing  seedlings,  for  transplanting,  for 
covering  small  rows  of  seeds,  for  working  into  small  areas  of  soil  that  are 
especially  unfertile  and  for  preparing  small  plots  for  special  purposes. 

And  -  speaking  of  fertilizer  -  here's  a  question  on  that  very  subject: 
"How  best  use  fertilizer?" 

On  this  subject  of  fertilizer  v.Te  might  speak  at  some  length,  but  inasmuch 
as  we  have  talked  so  much  about  compost  today,  let's  summarize  some  of  the  things 
that  have  been  written,  discussed  and  worked  out  in  practical  experience  by 
gardeners. 

Today,  in  this  a^e  of  scientific  and  technical  progress,  we  have  gauges, 
meters,  and  barometers  of  one  sort  or  another  to  test  things.    You  may  have 
wished  you  could  find  some  such  device,  or  gadget,  to  help  you  in  your  Victory 
Gardening.    Who  wouldn't? 

There  are  no  such  things,  of  course,  though  they  tell  us  nothing  is 
impossible;  but  there  is  no  need  to  worry  as  far  as  using  fertilizer  is  con- 
cerned.   Your  plants  can  tell  you  whether  or  not  they  are  getting  the  proper 
amount  of  nourishment.     If  they  are  a  sickly  yellow  color,  the  chances  are, 
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it's  fertilizer  that's  needed.    When  spreading  fertilizer  keep  it  away  from 
seeds  and  plant  roots.    Put  it  within  reaching  distance,  but  still  make  the 
plants  reach  for  it  by  senaing  out  their  roots.    Otherwise  you  will  "burn" 
the  young  sprouts.    Use  from  3  to  4  pounas  per  100  feet. 

Be  sure  to  keep  your  garden  well  weeded,  as  there  is  no  use  wasting  good 
fertilizer  to  grow  weeas. 

When  stable  or  barnyard  manure  is  not  available,  use  commercial  ferti- 
lizers.   Sow  it  broadcast  on  small  gardens  and  rake  it  well  into  the  upper  3 
or  4  inches  of  soil.    Watch  out,  if  using  commercial  fertilizers  in  small 
gardens,  not  to  use  too  much  as  that  will  do  more  harm  than  good.  (Consult 
local  gardening  experts.) 

Where  fertilizer  is  used  as  a  side  dressing,  it  is  best  to  apply  it 
a  short  distance  from  the  plants  but  where  the  small,  feeder  roots  will  reach 
it.    Keep  it  off  the  leaves  of  plants,  especially  when  they  are  wet.    Work  it 
into  the  soil  immediately  after  it  is  spread. 

Before  closing  this  Chat  let's  add  one  more  thing  -  going  back  to  compost, 
for  a  moment,    Don't  burn  leaves  or  dead  grass  -  put  them  to  work  to  help 
make  our  food  supply  go  farther  -  by  putting' em  in  your  compost  pile. 
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